200                  THE DAY OF MAYNDHIE
is designated Dullha.1 Dullun is kept in strict confinement, in a dark room or closet, during the whole three days' merriment going forward under the parental roof ; whilst the bridegroom is the most prominent person in the assembly of the males, where amusements are contrived to please and divert him, the whole party vicing in personal attentions to him. The ladies are occupied in conversation and merriment, and amused with the native songs and music of the dominie, smoking the hooldia, eating pawn, dinner, &c. Company is their delight, and time passes pleasantly with them in such an assembly.
The second day, Mayndliie, is one of bustle and preparation in the Sumdun Begum's department; it is spent in arranging the various articles that are to accompany the bride's Mayndhie, which is forwarded in the evening to the bridegroom with great parade.
It is so well known that I need hardly mention the fact, that the herb mayndhie2 is in general request amongst the natives of India, for the purpose of dyeing the hands and feet ; it is considered by them an indispensable article to their comfort, keeping those members cool and a great ornament to the person.
Long established custom obliges the bride to send mayndhie on the second night of the nuptials to the bridegroom ; and, to make the event more conspicuous, presents proportioned to the means of the party accompany the trays of prepared mayndhie.
The female friends of the bride's family attend the Mayndhie procession in covered conveyances, and the male guests on horses, elephants, and in palkies ; trains of soldiers, servants, and bands of music swell the procession (among people of distinction) to a magnitude inconceivable to those who have not visited the Native cities of Hindoostaun, or witnessed the parade of a marriage ceremony.
Amongst the bride's presents with mayndhie, may be noticed
every thing requisite for a full-dress suit for the bridegroom,
and the etceteras of his toilette ; confectionery, dried fruits,
preserves, the prepared pawns, and a multitude of trifles too
1 Dulka.              2 Menhdt: the henna plant, Lawsonia alba.